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[J Becoming a cosmopolitan(]

Hello, everyone. My name is Kasumi
Suzuki and I'm in the Faculty of
International Relations. The title of my
speech today is * becoming a
cosmopolitan” . Today I'd like to talk about
my experience in trying to become a
cosmopolitan.

So how does one become a real
cosmopolitan? Surely it is difficult to
explain it. However, Professor Teratani,
who is the author of “* An encouragement
of understanding different cultures” , said
that there are three main points in becoming
a cosmopolitan which I'd like to talk about
now. The first point is to have the
adaptability to different cultures. The
second point is to have the ability to express
own opinion. The last point is to have good
language ability. I've tried to do several
things to acquire these abilities, so I'd like to
talk about them in detail.

First, it is important to have the
adaptability to different cultures. When we
visit other countries, we are often surprised
at the difference between our own culture
and culture of the country we visit. Each
country has its own culture. | personally was
surprised by the cultural difference when |

gooboooboobobobooboo2ngoooobo

.7
visited Britain. | sometimes went downtown
with my friends and often heard this phrase,
“ After you” . Almost all men | met in
Britain, even the very young ones, said this
phrase when | got into a shop or took a lift.
At first, | was very surprised and confused
because I've never had an experience like
this. But after | came to know that it is one
of the British cultures, | got used to it. And
then, | was able to adapt to British culture
and also understand British way of thinking.
I think we can have better understanding of
other ways of thinking in the country we
visit after we adapt to the culture of that
country. In order to understand other ways
of thinking and become a real cosmopolitan,
it is very important to have the adaptability
to different cultures.

Second, it is important to have the ability
to express own opinion. Mr. Ito, who is the
author of “ Organisation and Human
Being” , said that many people who belong
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to organisations tend to go along with
others' opinions, and not to express their
own. It is because many people are afraid of
doing different things from others in
organisations. However, as Professor
Teratani stated in his book, going along with
others' opinions every time is not good in
the international society. In Japan, many
people tend to go along with others' opinion
in groups because they think “ Harmony is
the greatest of virtues” . But in the
international society, if we always go along
with others' opinions and not express our
own, others will think that there is no
substance to us. When | was in Britain and
took part in the summer English course, |
was often asked “ What is your opinion?
Not someone else's opinions!” Then |
realised that the most important thing is to
express own opinion in my own words. We
need to have the ability to have and express
own opinion, and not going along with
others' in order to become a cosmopolitan.
Finally, it is important to have good
language ability. For example, these days
we have many opportunities to speak
English to state our opinions in the
international society. It is correct to assume
that we can't live in the international society
without English, as Professor Teratani said

in his book. In order to understand different
cultures or express our own opinion, we first
need to have good language ability. I've
thought that if | could speak other languages
fluently, I can communicate with many
people and understand different cultures,
and of course | can express my own opinion
in those languages freely. So | am learning
three languages now at this university. |
think we can receive information or others'
opinions from other countries and send our
own opinions to them if we have good
language ability. For me, learning other
languages at this university now is the
process of becoming a cosmopolitan. In this
way, having good language ability is
important for us to become a real
cosmopolitan.

In conclusion, three points of becoming a
real cosmopolitan are to have the
adaptability to different cultures, to have the
ability to express own opinion and to have
good language ability. Today | talked about
my experience in trying to become a
cosmopolitan until now, but I will keep
working hard and make efforts at this
university. I'll continue to keep climbing up
these steps to become a real cosmopolitan.
Thank you for listening.
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